Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 203 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.180; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.9.
The title compound, C 16 H 14 N 4 O, crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The phthalazin-1-yl and 4-methoxybenzaldehyde groups are coplanar with each other in each of the independent molecules with angles between their mean planes of 15.4 (4) and 13.3 (9) . The crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding between inverted phthalazin-1-yl groups allowing the independent molecules to be stacked in groups oblique to the ab plane in a zigzag pattern.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Lynch & McClenaghan (2002a,b) . For related literature, see: El-Masry et al. (2000) ; Pandey et al. (1999) ; Singh & Dash, 1988; Hodnett & Dunn, 1970; Desai et al. (2001) ; Aydogan et al. (2001) ; Taggi et al. (2002) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlisPro (Oxford Diffraction, 2007); cell refinement: CrysAlisPro; data reduction: CrysAlisPro; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX.
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